
Meeting Minutes 
 

     On Tuesday, July 12, 2022 at 7:40 PM, a meeting of the church Council was held to review 
several topics regarding the ongoing efforts at Faith Lutheran Church of McLean County. This 
meeting was held at Union Park and followed a Bible Study which began at 6:38 PM. The following 
is a summary of the main topics discussed at the Bible Study and the Council meeting. The Council 
members present included: 

Brian Goke  
John Gordon 
Brad Morris 
Debi Petrillo  
John Petrillo 
Beth Feit 
Denise Ludwig  
Jeff Pitzer 
Bridget Koester joined the team for Bible Study. 
 

Bible Study Devotions:  Introductory chapter called “Setting the Stage” of our new book 
“Claiming the Corner” by Mark Schoenhals was discussed.  

 How can worship be like a show? 
 Discussed the idea of spectators vs missionaries. What can we do to eliminate distractions 

during worship? Is being too routine a distraction? The goal isn’t to bring in, but to send 
out. 

 Discussed partners working in the mission field and what that looks like. 
 What is at stake for the church if there is no kingdom growth? Extinction? 

Next month we will discuss Chapter 1: The Parable of the Sower – Finding Good Soil and Planting 
There. 

 
Bridget and Jeff left when Bible Study was concluded. 
John P opened the Council meeting in prayer. 
 
Approvals:  Submitted reports for the following were approved under a consent agenda format. 
John G moved to approve the submitted reports and Beth seconded: 

June Meeting Minutes 
 June Dashboard 
 June Financial Report 
 June Facility Report 
 June Ministry Team Reports including Youth Discipleship, Worship & Mission Teams 

June Pastoral update 
June Council President update 

After minimal discussion all reports were unanimously approved.  



 
Items discussed: 

 Brian led a discussion concerning clearing partners from the rolls who have not attended 
Faith or given financially in over 1 year. Brian has been personally in contact with the 
partners and recommended that we change their status from active to inactive. These 
partners include: Amaris Boore, Matt Gerwick, Shannon Gerwick, Amanda Gerwick, Rob 
Moser, Janan Moser, Michael Moser, Madison Moser, Andrew Muir, Chuck Ward, and 
Clarice Ward. John P moved to approve the recommendation and change the status of the 
aforementioned partners to inactive. Brad seconded the motion, and it was passed. 

 Brian also mentioned some noteworthy stats concerning the LCMC: 
o When Faith Lutheran of McLean County joined the LCMC network in June 2017, 

there were 770 congregations globally. We were the 771st congregation to join. 
Today there are 976 LCMC congregations in the global network. 

o When Faith joined the LCMC, there were 23 congregations in Illinois. Faith was the 
24th to join and today there are 29 Illinois LCMC congregations. 

 John P will plan to add term start dates to the spreadsheet tracking council member roll-off 
dates. All council members should plan to submit names of potential new council members 
to John before the next meeting. Brian will send out a list of current partners and attenders 
to facilitate the recommendations. Our goal should be to replace a council member by   
December 2022. 

 The annual LCMC meeting will take place October 2-5 in Lakeville, MN. If there is anyone 
that you know would like to attend, please contact Brian. 

 Brad led a discussion about the UP Board meeting that he, Brian and John P attended. 
Council asked Brad to lead a discussion about the feasibility of future growth at the UP site 
with the Facility Team and develop some recommendations. Brad is also working with the 
Board to complete the lease agreement for the coming year. 

 Brian will be in Washington, IL on July 31st at 5:00 PM to preach at newly forming LCMC 
congregation, Fellowship at Cana. Council members are invited to join them for worship.   
  

The next Council meeting will be on August 9th at Union Park.  
Bible Study will begin at 6:30 PM with the Council meeting immediately following. 
July reports will be due by Saturday, August 6th. 

 
The meeting was adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer at approximately 8:50 PM. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Debi Petrillo – Secretary  


